
DISCIPLINE 
 

“The school discipline should supplement the home training, and both 

at home and at school simplicity and godliness should be maintained.” 

–Child Guidance, p. 310. 

“In the management of the school there is to be the very best kind of 

discipline. In learning, the students cannot have their own way. They 

have got to give up their own way to discipline.” –Selected Messages, 

vol. 3, p. 225. 

“In the school as well as in the home there should be wise discipline. 

The teacher must make rules to guide the conduct of his pupils. These 

rules should be few and well considered, and once made they should 

be enforced. Every principle involved in them should be so placed 

before the student that he will be convinced of its justice.” –Counsels 

to Parents, Teachers and Students, p. 153. 

“Let the rules and regulations of the school be carried out in the Spirit 

of Jesus, and when reproof must be given, let this disagreeable work 

be done with sorrow blended with love. Do not feel that it is your work 

to openly rebuke the pupil, and thus humiliate him before the whole 

school. This will not be a proper example to set before the children, for 

it will be as seed that will bear a like harvest. Never publish the errors 

of any pupil outside the circle in which they must be known; for, if this 

is done, sympathy will be created for the wrongdoer, by leaving an 

impression on the mind that he has been dealt with unjustly. By 

exposing the wrongdoer, he may be thrown upon Satan's battlefield, 

and from that moment go steadily downward. Christ bears long with 

us, and we must be Christlike. He does not cut us off because of our 

errors, but reproves in tenderness, and by love draws us close to 

Himself.” –Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 172. 

 



“Since the surrender of the will is so much more difficult for some 

pupils than for others, the teacher should make obedience to his 

requirements as easy as possible.  

The will should be guided and molded, but not ignored or crushed. 

Save the strength of the will; in the battle of life it will be needed.”       

–Education, p. 288. 

 

Rules 

“Rules should be few and well considered; and when once made, they 

should be enforced. Whatever it is found impossible to change, the 

mind learns to recognize and adapt itself to; but the possibility of 

indulgence induces desire, hope, and uncertainty, and the results are 

restlessness, irritably, and insubordination. 

“It should be made plain that the government of God knows no 

compromise with evil. Neither in the home nor in the school should 

disobedience be tolerated.” –Education, p. 290. 

“Our schools have been established that in them the youth may learn 

to obey God and His law, and become fitted for service. Rules for the 

conduct of those who attend are necessary, and the students should 

act in harmony with these regulations. No student should think that 

because he has been allowed to rule in the home he can rule in the 

school. Suppose that this were allowed; how could the youth be 

trained to be missionaries? Each student entering one of our schools 

should place himself under discipline. Those who refuse to obey the 

regulations should return to their homes.   

“The teachers are to bind the students to their hearts by the cords of 

love and kindness and strict discipline. Love and kindness are worth 

nothing unless united with the discipline that God has said should be 

maintained. Students come to school to be disciplined for service, 

trained to make the best use of their powers. If on coming they resolve 

to co-operate with their teachers, their study will be worth much more 

to them than if they give up to the inclination to be rebellious and 



lawless. Let them give the teachers their sympathy and co-operation. 

Let them take firm hold of the arm of divine power, determining not to 

turn aside from the path of duty. Let them harness their wrong habits 

and exert all their influence on the right side. Let them remember that 

the success of the school depends upon their consecration and 

sanctification, upon the holy influence they feel bound to exert. Let 

them set their mark high and be determined to reach it. When asked 

to go contrary to the rules of the school, let them answer with a 

decided No.” –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, pp. 264, 

265. 

“While at school, students should not allow their minds to become 

confused by thoughts of courtship. They are there to gain a fitness to 

work for God, and this thought is ever to be uppermost. Let all 

students take as broad a view as possible of their obligations to God. 

Let them study earnestly how they can do practical work for the 

Master during their student life. Let them refuse to burden the souls of 

their teachers by showing a spirit of levity and a careless disregard of 

rules.” –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, p. 100. 

“Again and again I stood before the students … with messages from 

the Lord regarding the deleterious influence of free and easy 

association between young men and young women. I told them that if 

they did not keep themselves to themselves, and endeavor to make 

the most of their time, the school would not benefit them, and those 

who were paying their expenses would be disappointed. I told them 

that if they were determined to have their own will and their own way, 

it would be better for them to return to their homes and to the 

guardianship of their parents. This they could do at any time if they 

decided not to stand under the yoke of obedience, for we did not 

design to have a few leading spirits in wrongdoing demoralizing the 

other students.   

“I told the principal and teachers that God had laid upon them the 

responsibility of watching for souls as they that must give account. I 

showed them that the wrong course pursued by some of the students 

would mislead other students, if it were continued, and for this God 



would hold the teachers responsible. Some students would attend 

school who had not been disciplined at home, and whose ideas of 

proper education and its value were perverted. If these were allowed 

to carry things in their way, the object for which the school was 

established would be defeated, and the sin would be charged against 

the guardians of the schools, as if they had committed it themselves.” 

–Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, pp. 101, 102. 

     “The wild, reckless character of many of the youth in this age of the 

world is heartsickening. If the youth could see that in complying with 

the laws and regulations of our institutions, they are only doing that 

which will improve their standing in society, elevate the character, 

ennoble the mind, and increase their happiness, they would not rebel 

against just rules and wholesome requirements, nor engage in creating 

suspicion and prejudice against these institutions.   

“With energy and fidelity our youth should meet the demands upon 

them, and this will be a guarantee of success. Young men who have 

never made a success in the temporal duties of life will be equally 

unprepared to engage in the higher duties. A religious experience is 

gained only through conflict, through disappointment, through severe 

discipline of self, through earnest prayer. The steps to heaven must be 

taken one at a time, and every advance step gives strength for the 

next.” –Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, pp. 99, 100. 

Expulsion 

“Great care should be exercised in the matter of expelling students. 

There are times when this must be done. It is a painful task to separate 

from the school the one who incites others to disobedience and 

disloyalty, but for the sake of the other students this is sometimes 

necessary. God saw that if Satan were not expelled from heaven the 

angelic host would be in constant danger; and when God-fearing 

teachers see that to retain a student is to expose others to evil 

influences, they should separate him from the school. But it should be 

a very grave fault that calls for this discipline.”  –Counsels to Parents, 

Teachers and Students, p. 268. 


